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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 10th SEPTEMBER 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Steve Sandercock

In attendance
One member of the public was in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies – Councillor Hayley Budge, Councillor Adrian Parsons.

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None.    
b)      To grant dispensations: None.  

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
The Chairman asked the member of the public to speak.  The member of the public stated that she wanted to report the footbridge at What3words “salary.boxer.rounds” as the footbridge was in a poor state of repair and had recently been damaged.  The Chairman confirmed that the clerk had recently reported the bridge to countryside services with no response.  
Resolved that the clerk would update them with the additional damage, the item would be placed on the RAG.        

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 6th July full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by all that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 6th July 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr R. Hudson and seconded by Cllr R. Randall.  

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
One Councillor raised a planning issue on behalf of the residents of Middlewood who were concerned that a historical planning application had a condition attached to re lay a section of the road, the build took place however this condition was never met.  As time has passed the condition of the road had continued to deteriorate.    
Resolved that the clerk would locate the planning application and report the matter to Planning Enforcement.  
A second Councillor raised concern about Moorland View Barn which did not have planning permission for a second second shed.  
Resolved that the clerk would obtain further information from the original planning application and if appropriate submit a complaint to planning enforcement. 
A third Councillor reported that a new entrance has been opened at Penhole without planning permission.  
Resolved that the clerk would report this to enforcement.  
  
6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA26/03783 - Treswell Farm, Bodmin Road, Congdons Shop, PL15 7PN - Proposal Submission of details to discharge Condition number 6 (Joinery) in respect of Decision Notice PA20/06625 dated 02/10/20 - S52/S106 and discharge of condition apps – This was noted for information.  
6.2      PA26/04570 – 1 Church View, Glubhole Lane, North Hill, PL15 7PQ - Proposal Submission of details to discharge Condition number 3 (Joinery Details) in respect of Decision Notice PA25/04903 dated 25/09/25 – This was noted for information.  
6.3      PA20/04468 - To consider any comments or questions in relation to the update of the housing mix – The clerk advised that an email had been received from Cornwall Planning to request the site granted permission for 16 dwellings, 5 to be affordable housing, be altered to deliver all 5 affordable dwellings as discounted market sale properties – a brief discussion was held in relation to the impact this would potentially have upon any CIL funding but the clerk confirmed it was not possible to clarify this.
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council had no comments to make.   
6.4        PA26/05862 – Stonaford Manor, Moor Hill, North Hill – listed building consent for partial replacement of roof coverings and chimney repairs – It was agreed that no site meeting was required as this was essential works to a listed building, North Hill Parish Council had no objection to the application.  

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To receive an update from one Councillor regarding North Hill Parish Council’s emergency plan:
Cllr R. Hudson reported that he had recently distributed the up to date first draft for information.  It was not designed to enforce commitment by any individuals however a list of volunteers would need to be identified.  One Cllr asked for examples of when the emergency plan would potentially be implemented.  Cllr R. Hudson reported that one example would be a loss of communication for an extended period of time caused by a lack of power.  The emergency plan was a simple, practical approach to support members of the community should it be needed.    
8.2     To note for information as requested the LMP agreement states “cutting of grass at St Torney’s closed churchyard is at regular intervals and on at least three occasions between 1st April and 31st October in any calendar year”:
This information was noted as had been requested at the July meeting.  
8.3     To resolve / confirm details of the laying of the Wreath for Remembrance Day:
It was agreed that the date be confirmed for Sunday 8th November at 3.00pm.
Resolved that the clerk would contact The Reverend Sean Clancy to request he take the service.  The clerk would order the wreath and would contact one member of the public to ask if he would be happy to lay the wreath.  The chairman would arrange the hymn sheets and the cleaning of the War Memorial.  The clerk would contact the PCSO and request her attendance and Miss Crane to see if she would be happy to undertake the sounding of the post.  
8.4     To confirm all Councillors have updated and forwarded to County Hall Register of Interests:
It was confirmed that some are happy for their address to remain on the Register of Interests and have therefore not forwarded an updated document. 
8.5     To review / resolve whether to purchase the quotes received for height barriers at North Hill Village Hall car park following information received from NALC:
The clerk shared further feedback received from Cornwall Association of Local Councils which gave guidance and advice regarding compliance with national legislation.  Debate took place with regards to the village hall being able to continue to facilitate all members of the community and ensure nobody was excluded however it was agreed that something needed to be done to ensure the spaces remained primarily for the use of village hall users, cemetery users and the play area users only.  Two quotes were shared.
Resolved that the clerk would place an advert in the North Hill Parish Magazine and the Cornish and Devon Post to request any users of the facilities at the village hall who required a height in excess of 2.4 meters for adapted vehicles contact the clerk.  The clerk would obtain a further quote from a recommended local contractor and return this information to the next meeting.  
8.6     To consider / resolve any Councillors who would like the link to attend Changes to Planning Committees and Protocols update training to be held on the 23rd September 2026 and Cornwall Local Plan affordability on the 16th September 2026:
Resolved that the clerk and one Councillor would attend the Changes to Planning Committees and Protocols update training on the 23rd September 2026.      
8.7     To note for information the footbridge at Footpath 528/9/2 has been reported to Countryside Services as a health and safety issue on the 20th July 2026 and they have contacted the land owner:
This was the same footbridge as raised by one member of the public at the beginning of the meeting.  
Resolved that the clerk would update Countryside Services with the additional damage and the matter would be listed on the RAG.   
8.8     To consider / resolve whether to apply for a tree related grant:
Resolved that no trees were currently required within the Parish.   
8.9     To confirm two Councillors are booked to attend Cornwall Local Councils Conference at Wadebridge on the 6th October 2026:
It was confirmed that the clerk would be attending the Conference with the Chairman and Cllr S. Sandercock.  
8.10    To consider / resolve next steps following advice sought which states that free cloud backup is not acceptable for business use and external hard drive is the cheapest option:
Resolved that the clerk would purchase a USB stick to ensure Data Protection compliance.  
8.11    To consider / resolve the most financially viable option for the defibrillator in North Hill:
The member of the public shared the advice forwarded from Community Heartbeat Trust in relation to the current defibrillator located in the phone box at North Hill.  The defibrillator was eleven years old and rather than the purchase of a new battery, Community Heartbeat Trust had recommended a replacement defibrillator as twelve years was the likely maximum life of the defibrillator.  Consequently, the current defibrillator would not be able to be relied upon after the 16th November 2026.  The cost of a new defibrillator from Community Heartbeat Trust was £1345.00 plus VAT.  The clerk shared a further quote at £1140.00 which included VAT from Duchy Defibrillators.  Debate took place and whether any potential grants were available was considered.  Duchy Defibrillators required a wifi connection not currently available in the phone box however electric was present as this was also needed.  A Guardian would also be required as the current guardian was unable to continue post November 2026.  One Councillor volunteered to be the guardian if required as he was also the guardian for the defibrillator at Bathpool.  
Resolved that the clerk would make inquires in the immediate area to the phone box to see if any members of the public were able to facilitate the wifi connection.  The clerk would explore grants that would potentially be applicable.  The clerk would list the phone box on the asset register as this was currently not listed.  One Cllr would step in as guardian until a more local guardian was identified.  It was agreed that subject to the above, the quote from Duchy Defibrillators would be accepted.      
8.12    To consider / resolve the request from the Callington Town clerk with regards to whether North Hill Parish Council wish to support the petition for a banking hub in Callington:
Resolved that the clerk would respond to confirm that North Hill Parish Council would support this petition.     
8.13    To discuss / resolve any actions needed following the August Kompan play area inspection and review outstanding actions:
The clerk read the outstanding actions to the meeting which were all in progress and confirmed that the cargo net had now been fitted and the steps removed.  It was further confirmed that following review of the latest Kompan inspection, no immediate actions were required as this had been the only moderate risk identified.  
8.14    To consider / resolve to confirm 2027 Kompan inspection dates:
The quote for three Kompan inspections in January, August and November of 2027 was agreed.
Resolved that the clerk respond to accept the quote.   
8.15    To agree the dates for 2027 North Hill Parish Council Meetings:
Resolved that the dates for 2027 were agreed with the exception of August where no meeting would take place.    
8.16    To consider / resolve whether to screen the film that Chris Packham has made regarding calling on the Government for a televised National Briefing on Climate Change:
Following discussion, it was agreed that this should be supported within the Parish.
Resolved that the clerk would contact the organiser and progress this forward.   
8.17    To note the NALC pay increase has been agreed backdated to April 1st 2026 at 51pence per hour total of £185.64 and consider / resolve any scp increase to be awarded:
The clerk reported that NALC had now confirmed the national annual pay increase at 3.3% which for seven months until the end of October totalled £185.64.  This was agreed.
The clerk left the room whilst discussion took place with regards to any spinal Column Point increase.  
The clerk returned to the room.
Resolved that the clerk was awarded one spinal column point increase to take effect from the end of October 2026 at an additional 26 pence per hour.    
8.18    To consider / resolve any actions following distribution of “Building Local Benefit Through Community Ownership and Energy Generation presentations slides”:
Resolved that no further action would be taken.  
   
9.       To review details for North Hill Parish Council Cemetery: 
There were no updates to share. 

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for July and August 2026 and to receive July and August 2026 bank statements:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, July, dd)
ii) £647.52 (Lena Batten, Salary, July)
iii) £43.64 (Lena Batten, room rent, July)  
iv) £205.47 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax July) 
v) £45.00 (NHVH, room rent)
vi) £90.00 (CALC, two Cllrs to attend Cornwall Council Conference at Wadebridge)
vii) £42.00 (CALC, clerk training planning enforcement)
viii) £132.97 (Kompan, quarterly inspection)
ix) £18.00 (PAYE, G. Pollard payroll, August, dd)
x) £647.52 (Lena Batten, Salary, August)
xi) £43.64 (Lena Batten, Room rent, August)
xii) £205.47 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax August)
Resolved that all payments were authorised, proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour.  
10.2    Receipts:  None. 
10.3   To receive July and August 2026 bank statements:
Bank statement as of 31st July 2026 £15,027.51 and as of the 31st August 2026 £14,105.88. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed as correct proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson and the Chairman signed the transactions.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheets were agreed to be an accurate record for July and August 2026 proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr D. Daniells with all in favour.  Councillor R. Randall reported that current expenditure was at 33% of the annual budget for a five month period.  

12.    To review monthly RAG:
Hedgerows – Highways had confirmed that hedgerows had now started to be cut.  The clerk was asked to contact Highways in relation to the hedge alongside Moorfoot in Bathpool, also the tree hanging out at Lynhays at Bathpool.  Finally, the Copper Beech and Cherry Beech at Bathpool on the main street needed to be cut back.  
Water on the road at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed that work was due to start on the 26th October 2026.
Flooding at Mill Lane – The clerk was asked to contact Highways for an update as the last correspondence stated that the work was under review.
Street Lamp at Lynher View, North Hill – This had now been completed and could be removed from the RAG.
Drop at St Torneys Church – The clerk confirmed that Cornwall Council had stated this was not their land.  The Clerk had not been able to confirm who the land owner was.  The clerk would now contact the Parochial Church Council to progress this matter forward.
Stile at Footpath 528/8/2 – The clerk reported that Countryside Services had contacted the land owner and given them an allocated amount of time to fix the stile.  No response had been received and the clerk would contact Countryside Services again for an update as to next steps.

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
None. 

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Six month financial review.
2027-2028 budget.
Emergency Plan.

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 5th October 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.47pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

